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CLUNBURY PARISH PLAN REVIEW  

 

Background 

A Parish Plan is a document developed by the community, for the community, setting out how it 

sees itself evolving and what is important to people living in the area, including their views, 

concerns and wishes regarding key facilities and services.  

Clunbury Parish Plan was published in 2009 as a result of extensive consultation throughout the 

Parish.  The Plan, containing a 32 point action list, was passed to Clunbury Parish Council who 

accepted responsibility for taking forward and where appropriate, implementing its 

recommendations.  At the end of 2013 Clunbury Parish Council asked that the Plan be reviewed 

and updated. 

As a result, a new round of consultations has taken place throughout the Parish over the last 18 

months, notably a questionnaire distributed in Spring 2015 to all adults in the Parish.   

This review document comprises, by category, a report on the status of the Plan's original action 

points, setting out what has been achieved since 2009 and identifying areas which still need to be 

progressed.  Each section includes an update, focusing on local residents' current views and 

opinions, based on the results of the 2015 questionnaire and earlier consultation sessions held in 

each village.  A total of  426 questionnaires were distributed in Spring 2015 and 285 returned.  This 

is a response rate of 67%, making the results statistically viable.  

Responses by age and gender are as follows: 
 

 

                                

More detailed data from the 2015 Survey is being provided to the Parish Council and interested 

parties in Shropshire Council.  Further information will also be available to view on the parish 

website www.theparishpost.org as is the original Parish Plan 2009 document.  Printed copies of 

the original Parish Plan 2009 are available from Parish Councillor John Hoskins.  
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A further 4 respondents gave gender but no age , 2 respondents gave age but no gender, and 4 gave neither age nor gender
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CLUNBURY PARISH PLAN REVIEW 

 

Community - 2009 

 

Community 2009 - Issues and Progress 

Issue Progress 

Improvement in communication of village 

hall activities. 

Achieved - information disseminated via The Parish Post 

and Parish website. 

Police liaison with community. 

 

Achieved - information disseminated via The Parish Post 

and Parish website. 

Lack of knowledge and support for Clun 

Valley Good Neighbours Scheme. 

Achieved - potential new volunteers’ details passed to the 

organisers.   Scheme publicised in The Parish Post and 

awareness raised.  

Awareness rechecked in the 2015 survey.   

Lack of NHS dentists in the area. Some progress - letters sent to NHS and local MP. There 

appears to have been some improvement in the situation.  

Demand reassessed as part of the 2015 survey.   

Liaison between three village halls. 

 

No progress to date - letter sent to chairmen of village 

halls.  See 2015 questionnaire results. 

Support for organised day trips. 

 

No progress to date - local bus companies informed of 

interest. 

Request for mobile library times to be 

reviewed and for additional stops at 

Kempton and Twitchen. 

Not achieved - survey data passed to Shropshire 

Libraries but services in general are being cut not 

extended. 

 

 

Community - 2015 

As identified in 2009, the distribution of population within the Parish means that no one village acts 

as a focus for the Parish, with community activities divided around the main villages. Nevertheless 

81% of 2015 questionnaire respondents felt that there was a sense of community in their area and 

by and large, that this was either unchanged or better than in 2009.  Several respondents felt that 

the sense of community and neighbourliness was one of the aspects they most liked about the 

Parish and many were appreciative of local facilities and activities. 

Of the 260 people who answered the question, 77% were not concerned about the age and social 

mix in the community, with a general acceptance that it is typical of the demographics of a rural 

parish. However 14% of respondents commented on the difficulty of retaining younger people 

within the community. 
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Village Halls  

Of those that answered the question "Does your village hall offer the range of activities you would 

like to see?" the breakdown of responses is as follows : 

 

% Breakdown of Responses 

 Yes No Not Applicable 

Clunbury  75% 8% 17% 

Clunton 55% 10% 35% 

Kempton 28% 20% 52% 

  

The 'Not Applicable' returns suggest either that Clunton and Kempton residents do not associate 

themselves with their village halls as much as Clunbury residents do, or that people from outside 

those villages do not consider visiting these village halls. 

217 respondents said they would support joint events between village halls.  This was suggested 

to the village hall committees following the results of the 2009 survey but no progress was made.   

In the latest survey people were also asked what type of activities they would like to attend at their 

village hall and this information is being passed to the relevant committees. 

Health 

In the 2015 questionnaire, 18 out of 249 respondents said they required an NHS Dentist but were 

unable to access one.  This compares with 61 out of 263 respondents to the same question in 

2009, suggesting that the situation has improved.   

Respondents were generally satisfied with local GP services but some concerns were expressed 

over hospital and care services in the region. As in the previous survey, there were a number of 

comments regarding travel-related difficulties to care services further afield.   It is worth noting that 

the 2015 Parish Plan questionnaire was distributed and completed before the Future Fit project on 

health care services was publicised.  

 

Good Neighbours Scheme 

Knowledge of the Clun Valley Good Neighbours Scheme and the services it provides was limited 

when the 2009 Survey was conducted, with just 34% of all respondents aware of its existence.  In 

the 2015 Survey this had increased to 57%, most likely due to articles published in The Parish 

Post. 
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CLUNBURY PARISH PLAN REVIEW 

 

 Environment- 2009 

Environment 2009 - Issues and Progress 

Issue Progress 

Poor maintenance of footpaths and bridleways. Partially achieved - issues raised in survey passed to the 

Parish Paths Warden Scheme. Deterioration continues 

due to lack of resources in Shropshire Council. 

Flooding of local roads caused by blocked drains 

and ditches. 

 

Partially achieved / ongoing - effective risk reduction 

work has been done by Shropshire Council in parts of the 

Parish. The Parish Council maintains good contact with 

the Highways Department concerning the solution of 

ongoing problems. 

Replacement of ageing trees. 

 

Partially achieved / ongoing - a Tree Warden was 

appointed and a survey undertaken.  

(More info available at www.treeregister.org)   

A new Tree Warden is now required.  

Conservation and maintenance of heritage features 

in the Parish. 

Ongoing - the Parish Council should continue to monitor 

this issue. 

Prevention of noise pollution. Ongoing. 

Litter. Failed - a number of people volunteered to pick litter but 

despite support from the Parish and Shropshire Councils 

no co-ordinator from within the community could be found. 

A request for volunteers was included in the 2015 survey. 

 

Environment - 2015 

The landscape of the Parish, which lies within the Shropshire Hills Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty, is formed largely by agriculture and forestry.  In answer to the question "What aspects of 

Clunbury Parish do you most like?" a large number of respondents cited the rural, quiet and 

unspoilt nature of the area as its best asset.   

Maintenance 

It is recognised that through their work local farmers maintain the landscape and some 

respondents are willing to play their part in assisting to maintain the area in which they live.  

Around 12% of respondents would be willing to join working groups to clear footpaths and/or plant 

new trees and hedges, and 32% said they had cleared gullies or drains in the last 5 years, 

regardless of whether it was their responsibility.  More generally, respondents thought that 

maintenance of rivers, drainage ditches, drains and gullies was much the same, and in a few 

areas, better than in 2009, although 20% of those that answered the question thought the situation 

was worse than 6 years ago. 
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Fewer people have been directly affected by flooding than stated in the 2009 survey, probably 

reflecting less severe weather conditions over the last few years, but surface water on roads after 

normal rain is still an issue in some areas. Half as many respondents reported flooding affecting 

their homes and gardens than in 2009, whilst 81 respondents reported being affected by flooding 

on local and access roads in the latest survey, compared with 297 in 2009.  The main reasons 

suggested for the causes of flooding were the lack of river dredging and clearance of debris, and 

blocked drains and ditches.  A number of respondents commented that local flood plains were both 

natural and essential.  
 

Nuisance 

When asked what aspects of the Parish people disliked, the majority of responses related to the 

wider issues of speeding traffic, lack of public transport, and poor telecommunication links. 

However some respondents remarked that inconsiderate behaviour by neighbours could be a 

nuisance, in particular, dog fouling, constant dog barking, bonfires, mud on roads and noise. 

Litter was regarded as a problem in the parish by 26% of respondents, and there has been a slight 

increase in the number of respondents experiencing instances of fly-tipping compared to the 

responses in 2009.  In line with the enthusiasm expressed for living in a clean and picturesque  

part of the country, a number of residents would be prepared to participate in occasional litter 

picking exercises.   

Of those that answered the question, 42% considered dog fouling to be an issue in their area, and 

the responses indicate, perhaps not surprisingly, that there is a bigger problem in the main villages 

than in the outlying settlements. This is shown below by area.  Comments made in the survey 

suggest that whilst some dog owners are responsible about cleaning up after their dog, others are 

not, and there were several comments about mess caused by unleashed dogs and those left to 

walk themselves. 

                                                                     
   

 

Alternative / Sustainable Energy 

There are no known plans for commercial development of alternative/sustainable energy in the 

Parish or immediate area, but the latest questionnaire asked for people's views in order to have 

information useful to the Parish Council for any discussions in the future.  A quarter of all 

respondents were unsure how they felt about such developments, 21% were in favour of wind 

farms, 26% in favour of solar farms and 16% in favour of commercial biomass units, with just under 

half of all respondents stating they would not support commercial development of any of these. 

 Some 43% of all respondents would support some form of small scale community led 

development offering cheaper energy for homes, although 16% were not supportive of such a 

scheme and 34% were unsure and would require more information. 
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CLUNBURY PARISH PLAN REVIEW 

 

Traffic, Transport and Roads - 2009 

 

 

Traffic, Transport and Roads - 2015 

 

Traffic 

In the 2009 review 63% of respondents were concerned about the speed of traffic in the Parish.  

Since then the speed limit has been reduced in Twitchen, the advisory limit lowered in Kempton 

and speeding reviews undertaken in Clunton and Clunbury.  However, some 56% of respondents 

in the latest survey are still concerned about speed through the Parish, and it was the topic raised 

Traffic, Transport and Roads 2009 - Issues and Progress 

Issue Progress 

Inappropriate use of narrow lanes by HGVs. Partially achieved - signage has been improved at 

various points in the Parish. 

Poor condition of roads, verges and ditches.  Partially achieved / ongoing - the Parish Council 

maintains good contact with the Highways Department 

concerning the solution of ongoing problems.  Situation 

reassessed as part of 2015 survey. 

Speeding traffic, particularly along B4385 at 

Kempton and B4368 at Purslow and Little 

Brampton. 

Partially achieved - advisory speed limit lowered on 

B4385 at Kempton; work undertaken at Brampton 

crossroads;  Purslow crossroads still unsatisfactory 

despite some remedial work. 

Problems caused by satellite navigation 

(SatNav) systems. 

Partially achieved - improved signage as a result of 

communications between the Parish Council and 

Shropshire Council. 

Poor visibility at junctions. Partially achieved - some work undertaken at Purslow 

crossroads. 

Speeding traffic; traffic calming in Clunbury. Unresolved - despite consultation with Shropshire 

Council. 

Non-adherence to existing speed limit in 

Clunton. 

Unresolved - average speed review repeated.  Site 

meeting took place between Parish Council and 

Shropshire Council Highways Dept.  No further progress. 

Need for improved public transport services 

and information. 

Not achieved - due to cuts in Shropshire Council funding.   

Demand reassessed in 2015 survey. 

Insufficient/inadequate roadside paths, 

pavements or cycle routes.  

Not achieved - unlikely to be taken forward. 
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most often when asked what aspect of the Parish was disliked.  Locations of concern are indicated 

below: 

                          

 

There were 94 comments made in the 2009 Survey regarding problems with HGVs and SatNav 

systems.  In the latest questionnaire, 30% of respondents felt that the situation had improved and 

13% felt it was worse.  Respondents cited a number of areas where there appeared to be an 

increase in HGV traffic, most notably through Twitchen, mainly as a result of signage directing 

large vehicles away from Clun bridge. Respondents also remarked on the inappropriate speed of 

HGVs on stretches of the B4368 and B4385. 
 

Transport 

Only a small percentage of survey respondents use public transport, largely because local services 

are too infrequent or at inconvenient times.  Whilst it is unlikely that a better service could currently 

be achieved, a more frequent, same day return timetable with better links to other services would 

encourage a number of people.  Whilst there were positive comments about the Dial-a-Ride 

service and awareness of the scheme was high, very few respondents had actually used it. 
 

Roads  

Most respondents rated road and verge maintenance, signage and visibility at junctions as much 

the same as in 2009, although 30% felt that road maintenance, particularly repair of potholes was 

worse than 6 years ago. Poor verge maintenance throughout the Parish was mentioned by 23 

respondents with insufficient grass cutting affecting visibility at some junctions.  More generally, 

visibility was considered particularly poor at Purslow crossroads and exits out of Kempton village.  

Poor and badly placed signage was also mentioned as a hazard, along with insufficient passing 

places on some of the smaller lanes.  

 

  

Clunton 

Kempton (Brampton 
to Bishop's Castle)

B4385 through 
Twitchen

B4368 Clun Road

Clunbury

around Clunbury 
School

Little Brampton 
crossroads

Beambridge Road, 
Clunbury

Purslow crossroads
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CLUNBURY PARISH PLAN REVIEW 

 

Housing and Development - 2009 

 

Housing and Development 2009 - Issues and Progress 

Issue Progress 

Preference for no further housing development 

in order to maintain the rural character of the 

Parish. 

Achieved / ongoing - the Parish Council used data 

from the 2009 Parish Plan to inform Shropshire 

Council of local feeling when discussing the 

SamDev proposals.  Updated views sought as part 

of 2015 survey. 

 

 

Housing and Development - 2015 

 

In the 2015 questionnaire, the current Housing Policy designations of "Countryside" and "Cluster" 

were explained and people were asked to specify their preference for how the Parish should be 

designated in the future.  Of the 252 people who responded to this question, 206 (82%) stated a 

preference for a "Countryside" designation. 

 

These results are fairly consistent by area of respondent within the Parish, as indicated below: 

 

 

 

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

Clunbury Clunton Kempton Twitchen Purslow/

Little

Brampton

Beambridge Other *

N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

R
e

sp
o

n
d

e
n

ts

No Answer

Cluster

Countryside

* Other includes the smaller settlements of Clunton Coppice, Coston, Cwm, Llan/Llanbrook, Obley and Walcot



- 9 - 

 

69 respondents gave additional comments regarding housing needs in the Parish. Of these, 25 

would like to see some more affordable homes built, aimed mainly at retaining young people in the 

area and to meet local needs. 68% of these would like to see this within the "Countryside"  

designation, with 7 respondents opting for affordable housing via open market development as 

described under the "Cluster" definition.   

9 respondents felt that there was a specific need for housing for rent. 

19 respondents commented that they would not like to see any further development within the 

Parish.  Reasons varied from a desire to retain a quiet, unspoilt countryside environment to 

concerns about a lack of infrastructure or local employment to cope with growth.   

 

Of the 264 people who answered the question regarding the need for more small scale 

offices/workshops,  just under half did not know whether there was demand for this type of 

development, with 22% thinking there was a need and 31% thinking they were not required. 
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CLUNBURY PARISH PLAN REVIEW 

 

Communication - 2009 

 

Communication 2009 - Issues and Progress 

Issue Progress 

Lack of information about Parish affairs/events - 

newsletter. 

Achieved - The Parish Post newsletter 

successfully established.                    

Lack of information about Parish affairs/events -

website. 

Achieved - The Clunbury Parish website 

(www.theparishpost.org) successfully 

established.  

Lack of communication/information from 

Clunbury Parish Council. 

Achieved - information now available on notice 

boards and in The Parish Post. 

Lack of information on digital switchover. Achieved - information disseminated via The 

Parish Post and Parish website.  

Lack of information about Parish affairs/events - 

notice boards. 

Partially achieved / ongoing - Parish Council 

arranged for replacement notice boards at 

Kempton and Clunton.   Purslow board still to be 

arranged. 

Inadequate provision/speed/reliability of 

Broadband services. 

Partially achieved / ongoing - survey results 

communicated to BT, Local MP and Connecting 

Shropshire. Some improvements have been 

achieved - the Parish Council is kept abreast of 

developments.  Situation reassessed as part of 

2015 survey. 

Poor mobile phone coverage in some parts of 

the Parish - need to improve coverage but 

maintain public phone boxes. 

Ongoing - the Parish Council monitors the 

status and condition of public phone boxes. 

Demand/satisfaction with mobile phone 

coverage measured again in 2015 survey. 

Poor availability of digital radio and TV 

coverage. 

Unresolved - letter written to MP outlining local 

concerns. 

 

 

Communication - 2015 

 

Communication Technology 

In the 2015 survey, poor mobile phone signals and slow internet speeds were amongst the 

subjects listed when people were asked what they disliked about living in the Parish, although to 

some extent this was accepted as part of living in a rural area.  Of those who responded to the 



- 11 - 

 

question on mobile phone reception, only 57 regarded their signal as good or reasonable, whilst 

202 respondents rated it poor or unacceptable.   

Even though the majority of respondents were unhappy with their mobile phone signal it is difficult 

to get a clear picture of the level of support for additional masts.  Most notably, there is a demand 

for more information, and several respondents were unsure about what they would prefer.  There 

was a high level of support for some form of disguised mast, although most in favour of this option 

required more information on what this would involve.  60 respondents would support any form of 

additional mast, disguised or otherwise, in order to improve coverage.  

When asked to rate internet speeds and connectivity, 89 of the 221 respondents who use landline 

broadband gave it a good or reasonable rating, with 132 rating it poor or unacceptable.  113 people 

stated that they use satellite or another form of broadband connectivity, but it is not clear whether 

this is out of preference or because landline broadband is unavailable or inadequate.  Around 48% 

of those that use satellite/other broadband rate it good or reasonable. Very few respondents now 

use a dial-up connection. 

Whilst a large majority of respondents find their internet connection fast enough to carry out day to 

day activities and fill in official forms, 237 would like superfast broadband and a more reliable 

phone signal for personal use, and 137 for business use. 

  

Parish Post / Parish Website 

A significant number of respondents to the 2009 questionnaire felt that availability of information 

within the Parish was poor.  As a direct result of this, the newsletter, "The Parish Post" was 

launched and has been a regular form of communication providing information about local events 

and issues of interest and concern for more than 5 years.  Over 90% of respondents to the latest 

survey find the Parish Post useful and enjoyable, but very few respondents indicated a willingness 

to help put together the newsletter and/or maintain the website.  The Parish Post can only continue 

to exist as long as there are willing volunteers to produce and develop it. 
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CLUNBURY PARISH PLAN REVIEW 

 

Business - 2009 

 

Business 2009 - Issues and Progress 

Issue Progress 

Need for a local business directory 

and/or network. 

Failed - issue raised in The Parish Post but 

failed due to lack of response. 

 

 

Business - 2015 

There were no specific business related issues covered in the 2015 Survey other than those 

included within the Communications, Development and Environment Sections of this report. 

 

 

Youth in the Community - 2009 

 

Youth 2009 - Issues and Progress 

Issue Progress 

Primary education arrangements -

subject deferred - to be reconsidered 

when the Parish Plan is reviewed. 

Failed - engagement with the school was not 

achieved. Young people were encouraged to complete 

the Youth section in the 2015 survey. 

Demand for a youth club in the Parish, 

primarily for 10-14 year olds. 

Failed - no appropriately trained leader was available. 

Demand for more adult education 

courses and more information about 

what is available. 

Failed - survey data was passed to Shropshire 

Council but services in general are being cut not 

extended. 

 

  



- 13 - 

 

 

Youth in the Community - 2015 

 

The 2015 questionnaire was distributed to all adults in the Parish but included a separate section 

for completion by anyone under the age of 18.  20 responses were received, from an age range of 

6 to 17 years.   

From the responses, it is clear that younger people in the community value their surroundings with 

12 respondents quoting the countryside, peace and quiet and scenery as the best things about 

living in Clunbury Parish.  The freedom to play, walk, cycle and explore were also high on the list of 

things youngsters enjoy about their environment.   

Clunbury school is also commented on favourably, not only by the younger survey respondents but 

it was also mentioned by adults as one of the things they most valued in the community. 

Not surprisingly, slow broadband speeds and poor mobile phone signals were high on the list of 

topics that younger people in the Parish most dislike, along with poor transport links and the need 

to rely on parents to get them to friends, events etc.  There were some concerns that there was not 

enough for young people to do in the area, and a desire for more village hall events aimed at the 

younger generation.  

The youth of the community also dislike many of the same things as the adults, namely speeding 

traffic and dog fouling. 
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CLUNBURY PARISH PLAN REVIEW 

 

Summary and the Way Forward 

 

Unlike the original 2009 Parish Plan, this report contains no action plan to be followed.  Its purpose 

is to inform and update those with responsibilities for decision-making, notably Clunbury Parish 

Council and Shropshire Council.   

The community and the individuals within it also have a role to play, not least by helping to co-

ordinate or take part in events and activities.  The Parish Plan Group wishes to thank all those who 

completed volunteer sheets as part of their questionnaire.  Those responsible for setting up or 

organising the various activities have been informed of the names of volunteers, who will be 

contacted in due course.  

Since the 2015 questionnaire was completed other issues have arisen where it would be helpful to 

have had the community's views, and undoubtedly there will be new concerns that arise in the 

future that will affect the people of the Parish.  The future provision of health care services is one 

example, and on this and other matters that affect the quality of our lives in the future, the people 

of the Parish should ensure they keep their Parish Councillors informed of the issues that concern 

or interest them.  A full list of Clunbury Parish Councillors and their contact details is included on 

the 'Useful Contacts and Information' page.  Similarly, it is hoped that the Parish Council will 

continue to engage with the community and seek its views, possibly by a further Parish Plan review 

in due course.   

A Parish without an up-to-date Parish Plan is a Parish without a voice. 
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Useful Contacts and Information 
 

Parish Council 

John Croxton, Purslow (Chairman)    660208 John Hoskins, Kempton 660192 
Ian Davies, Clunton (Vice Chairman) 660649          Malcolm Jones, Kempton 660294 
Karl Bailey, Twitchen 660122 Sylvia Jones, Cwm 660114 
Pat Harding, Clunton 660169 Sandra Morgan, The Llan 660601  
David Hill, Clunbury 660355  

Nancy Adams, (Clerk) 01686 670737  email : nancy@adamsanchor.co.uk  

 
Shropshire Council 

Website : www.shropshire.gov.uk and then follow the links to specific departments, and to report an issue 
on-line via a maintenance fault report;  

E-mail : customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  

By Phone : 
Highways Maintenance  
(Customer Services) 0345 678 9018     
Fly-Tipping/Dog Fouling/ Other Nuisance 0345 678 9006 
Missed bin/recycling collections 0345 678 9007 
 
Clun Valley Good Neighbours Scheme  Clun Valley Good Friends Scheme 

Mon-Fri (9am-1pm) - all calls to  640016 Joan Kerry 640401 
 

CLAC@CLUN Community Larder 

Contact - Joan Kerry 640401 
or Pat Harding 660169 
 
Village Hall Bookings 

Clunbury - Duncan Brown 660578 
Clunton   - Angela Reynolds 660618 
Kempton - Richard Bright 660250 
 

 
ShropDoc 0333 222 6655 

 
Dial-a-Ride Service 638350 

 
Footpaths Warden  position vacant 
Tree Warden position vacant 
Clunton Coppice Warden  Sylvia Jones   660114 
(Shropshire Wildlife Trust) 
 
Clunbury CE Primary School   660207 email:  admin@clunbury.shropshire.sch.uk  
Head Teacher - Michelle Hillidge 
Chair of Governors - Val Redgrave 
 
Clun Valley Benefice 
Vicar : Revd. Simon Mondon 640380 email:  revsimon@btinternet.com  
 
 
The Parish Post    email:   theparishpost@gmail.com 
Sue Hill   660355  
Gisele Wall   660561              
 
Clunbury Parish Website    www.theparishpost.org  


