CLUNBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on

Thursday 17 November 2011

PRESENT

Mr H Collins (Chairman), Mr J Croxton (Vice Chairman), Mr S Seabury,

Mr M Jones, Mr K Bailey, Mrs S Morgan, Mr J Hoskins, Mr I Davies.

Mr D Hill (Parish Post),

Ms L Potter (Tree Warden),

Mr J Moore (Curator – Parish Charities),
Mr R Webb (Cwm Lane Cottage).

The Chairman asked everyone to stand for a minute’s silence in respect of Councillor Penny Marsh, who died suddenly last month.

Clerk said that Clunbury School were holding a memorial service for Mrs Marsh tomorrow morning at 9.30am in the church, everyone was welcome to attend.

REPORT FROM TREE WARDEN

Ms Potter had carried out the Ancient Tree Survey in the parish with Mr Rob Rowe, about 80 trees had been surveyed.  The girth was measured and the height estimated by GPS.  An Ancient Tree was defined as being over 250 years old.  All the information had been entered on line on the Woodland Trust Ancient Tree Survey.  
Replacement trees + cost of fencing were available free of charge from Natural England and as part of the ELS/HLS environmental schemes.  The AONB office in Craven Arms could also provide information.

The Shropshire Council Community Tree Scheme which provided 2’-3’ whips was also operating again this year, application forms had to be in by 2 December, with collection in February 2012.  Some conditions would apply.

Ms Potter could be contacted on 01588 660418.
The Chairman thanked Ms Potter for her report.

PRESENTATION RE: PARISH CHARITIES

Mr Moore said there had been several parish charities, some of which dated back to the 1500’s, but these had been amalgamated into just three, namely Obley Recreation Ground Charity, Turbaries Trust, and Clunbury Relief in Need Charity.  The first two were no longer operational, and Clunbury Relief in Need provided financial help for the relief of poverty in the elderly in the parish, generally about £50 per person.  Some parish land had been sold in 2009 for the sum of £7,856 to finance this charity.  Although some Councillors were Trustees, there was no formal connection between the Parish Council and the Charities.
An area of approximately 8 acres on the Black Hill was still parish land, with its associated rights of access, turbary, and quarrying.  There was some discussion whether the Shropshire Wildlife Trust, the AONB, or the Upper Clun Community Wildlife Group would be interested in helping to look after this land. Enquiries to be made.

Mrs Morgan and Mr Hill had obtained a copy Conveyance dated 6 August 1952 between Thomas Watson Little (The Vendor) and The Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries, who purchased  661.470 acres of land at Purslow Wood and Black Hill and sundry enclosures for the sum of £1,650.  This Conveyance would be held in Parish Council files.
Following questions from the floor, the Chairman thanked Mr Moore for his presentation.

Clerk had spoken to Mr Alan Reid at the Forestry Commission, who said there was a nationwide programme of replacing keys to forestry gates as there were currently too many in circulation.  He would send a key to the Clerk, who would forward this on to Mrs Morgan.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.

VACANCY FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR

Clerk said that as the next Parish Council Elections were not scheduled until 2013, a Casual Vacancy should be declared, and Councillors authorised this.  It was reported that there were two parishioners who were interested in joining the Parish Council.

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 29 SEPTEMBER
Approved unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

MATTERS ARISING:

BOAT1 at Cwm Lane Cottage.  A site meeting had been held on 20 September with Mr Paul Butter, Access Maintenance Officer.  Off road vehicles continued to drag debris onto the lane, also the BOAT was only wide enough for one vehicle which left pedestrians and horse riders in a dangerous situation.  Indeed, during the site meeting a horse rider came down the byway, and a party of school children.
Mr Webb was invited to speak from the floor and said that he could instigate a procedure to investigate redirecting the BOAT to exit at the car park further up the lane, but this would personally cost him £2,500 with no guarantee of success.  It was not known who presently owned Sowedley Wood, but it was understood the Clerk’s brother in law had been involved in putting in bridle gates for the local Hunt.  Clerk to make enquiries.

The other option was to have the BOAT downgraded to a bridleway, which would prevent 4x4s using it, but this was fraught with problems, nevertheless enquiries would be made.
As most of the route was in Clun parish, Clerk to contact Clun Parish Council to inform them of the situation and ask for their support.
Clunbury Mains Drainage.  Clerk had spoken with Mr David Challinor from South Shropshire Housing Group, who had said that Severn Trent were taking over the system, and following their meeting in October had told SSHG not to do anything except maintenance.  SSHG were holding a meeting with their Engineer, Phil Hunt, to decide the order in which they would like Severn Trent to adopt their sewerage stations.  The Parish Council would be kept informed.
BT telephone boxes at Kempton & Twitchen.  The broken glass in the kiosk at Kempton had been replaced with Perspex.

The kiosk at Twitchen was accessible and the area was spotless.

Footbridge near Chapel House, Clunbury.  Clerk had written to Mr Richard Knight,  Countryside Access Team, however there were three bridges at that point, and it was specifically the bridge over the spring river.  Clerk to clarify this with Mr Knight.
Bridleway at Ashbeds.  To be put on the next Agenda.

LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE

Mr Croxton reported that the Chairman had resigned and a new Chairman had been appointed.  There were now three LibDem Councillors on the committee.

Another series of grants had been awarded.

The Chairman of the AED scheme, Pat Harding, had asked for donations from Parish Councils towards the cost of the units.  Each one now cost £1,000, with a further £700 should an enclosure be needed.  This will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting.

PARISH PLAN
Notice board at Purslow.  Nothing to report at present.

Litter picker Organiser.  Nothing to report at present.

Speeding traffic on B4385 at Kempton.  A site meeting had been held with Mr Glyn Shaw from Shropshire Council, who had said that he would arrange for another speed check to be carried out, following which consideration could be given to additional warning signage.
Review of Parish Plan.  Mr Hoskins said the Plan was scheduled to be reviewed soon, however Councillors suggested that a review after five years may be more appropriate.

PLANNING

Application No. 11/04246/FUL & 11/04247/LBC.  Internal and external improvements affecting a Grade II Listed building at Purslow Hall.  These applications  had been received between meetings and a response of No Objection returned.  This was approved by all Councillors present.

Application No. 11/03549/TCA.  Tree works at Arkady, Twitchen Road, Clunbury, had been granted.
CORRESPONDENCE

“Spotlight”  leaflet.  Distributed to Councillors present.
Shropshire Council letter + enclosure re: Environmental Maintenance – Annual Street Cleaning Survey.  Mr Seabury to complete on behalf of the Parish Council.

Shrops Council letter + enclosure re: Delivering Local Priorities through Partnership Working.  To Mr Hoskins.

Shropshire Housing Group Annual Report 2011.

FINANCE
Account balances were reported as:

Community current account






£2,901.33

Business saver account






£3,708.79

Sports & Recreation account






£3,578.27.

It was agreed unanimously to pay the following:

Mrs N Adams (salary Oct/Nov/Dec 2011)




£360.00

HMRC – October







  £30.00

HMRC – November







  £30.00

HMRC – December







  £30.00

Clunbury Village Hall (hire for meeting)




    £6.00
Npower (energy charge Sept 11 qtr)





  £51.58

Mrs N Adams (expenses Aug – Nov 11)




  £68.36.

Cheque signatory.  A new signatory was required to replace Mrs Marsh.  Clerk to make enquiries.

ROADS

Street lights were all working correctly.

Red Wood Lane   Mrs Morgan said that the bottom of the lane had been resurfaced to a high standard, but the rest was in a very bad condition.
CLUN VALLEY AED SCHEME

A training day had been held last Saturday at Clunton and four people had been trained.  

Mr Davies said that the village hall committee had agreed in principle to site an AED on their exterior wall, but asked that the cost of the necessary electricity supply be borne by the Parish Council.  Also a contribution towards the cost of the unit had been requested. Clerk to establish how much other Parish Councils were contributing.

Clerk reported that the scheme now had charity status, and the website was up and running:   www.clunvalleyaeds.co.uk .
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
None.

DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 26 January 2012 in Clunton village hall at 8pm.  The Precept will be decided at this meeting.  Mr Davies to book the hall.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm.

JAHC/NEA

23.11.11
