CLUNBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on

Thursday 29 September 2011 

PRESENT

Mrs P Marsh, Mr K Bailey, Mr I Davies, Mrs S Morgan, Mr S Seabury.

Mr D Hill (Parish Post).

One member of the public.

Mrs Marsh assumed the Chair for this meeting and commenced by asking for a minute’s silence in respect of Mr Ken Jones, who was a Parish Councillor for many years.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mr H Collins (Chairman), Mr J Hoskins, Mr N Hartin (Shropshire Councillor).

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mrs Morgan declared a personal interest in the bridleway at Ashbeds.

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 28.7.11

Mr Hoskins had requested that the paragraph under “Matters Arising” headed “Andy Mortimer letter re: future housing” be amended to read:

“Mr Hoskins was concerned that the Parish Council had not replied to a SAMDev Issues and Options consultation regarding future housing in the parish and in the absence of such input Shropshire Council had relied on findings in the Parish Plan.  Whilst it was encouraging that Shropshire Council was able to use the Plan in this way, Mr Hoskins was concerned that the Parish Council had not formulated a response to the consultation.   However, Shropshire Council’s conclusions would appear to be correct, namely that no open market housing be allowed, save perhaps for a few barn conversions, together with affordable housing should there be a proven need.”

The Minutes were then approved and signed by the Acting Chairman as a true and accurate record.

MATTERS ARISING:

BOAT1 at Cwm Lane Cottage.  Mr Richard Knight of the Countryside Access Team had indicated some dates when he would be available for a site visit.   After discussion, Councillors decided on Thursday 20 October, 11am, at Cwm Lane Cottage.  Clerk to inform absent Parish Councillors, and Mr Webb.
Bridleway at Ashbeds.  Mrs Morgan reported that two children had taken her ponies to the Purslow Show, but unfortunately one rider had been hurt, and two other riders offered to take the ponies home.  The resident at Ashbeds had refused them access into the wood, forcing them to ride along the Twitchen road, with its fast traffic and associated risks.  Mrs Morgan was angry from a Health & Safety point of view, and also because her family had used this track for the past 90 years or so.
However, the Clerk had received a letter from Ms Lucy McFarlane enclosing a report which stated that the evidence supplied was insufficient to support the claim to add a public right of way to the definitive map.  They would however, be publishing an order to correct the line of the bridleway to reflect the original parish claim.  Mrs Morgan was given a copy of the report for her consideration.

Clunbury Mains Drainage.  Mr David Challinor, Shropshire Housing Group, had informed the Clerk that Severn Trent were having a meeting in October, and had instructed SHG to do nothing until after that.

Schools Reorganisation.  Nothing further to report at present.
BT telephone box at Kempton.  Clerk reported that BT Payphones had not replied to the three letters sent regarding damage to the phone box, and suggested that this could be something that the Parish Council should fund.  The Acting Chairman said that one last letter should be sent asking for the courtesy of a reply.
Mrs Morgan reported that the BT telephone box at Twitchen was not always accessible owing to dustbins, garden waste and recycling boxes being placed in the way, and also on occasions a car was parked in the small pull in.  After discussion, Mr Bailey and Mrs Morgan agreed to have an informal word with the householder concerned.
LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE

No report available from the Vice Chairman.

PARISH PLAN:

Notice board at Purslow.  No information available.

Litter picker Organiser.  It was understood an Organiser had been appointed, no details were available.
Speeding traffic on B4385 at Kempton.  Mr Glyn Shaw had written to say he would be happy to attend a site meeting and could fund a limited amount of extra warning signage and road markings, as deemed appropriate.  However there was no funding available for cattle crossing warning lights at the moment.  After discussion, the date for the site meeting was agreed as Thursday 13 October at 11am.  Clerk to inform those Parish Councillors not present, in particular Mr Jones and Mr Hoskins.
Report from Tree Warden.  Ms Lizzie Potter had reported to the Clerk that the survey of ancient trees had been done as asked for in the Parish Plan, and the results entered onto the Woodland Trust Ancient Tree Survey.  There were 80 trees surveyed in Clunbury parish, plus some landowners would not grant access.

Regarding replacement, trees can generally be obtained FOC, these would need to be around 12’-15’ tall.  The problem would be finding funding for stockproof fencing, and investigations were still ongoing re: this.
Either Lizzie or her colleague Mr Rob Rowe intend to attend the next Parish Council meeting in November.

PLANNING:
Application No. 11/03549/TCA.  Tree works at Arkady, Twitchen Road, Clunbury.

No objection.

The following applications had been granted:

No. 11/02876/LBC.  Extension at Upper House, Clunbury.

No. 11/03250/TCA.  Tree works at The Oaklands, 8 Clunton.

CORRESPONDENCE
“Spotlight” leaflets.  Distributed to Parish Councillors present.

Shropshire Playing Fields Association letter + leaflet re: donation.

Boundary Commission for England letter re: The 2013 Review of Parliamentary constituencies in England.
Shropshire Council letter + 2 copies of the adopted Core Strategy for Shropshire 2006-2026.  One copy to Mrs Marsh, one to Mr Hoskins.

FINANCE:
Account balances were reported as:

Community current account





£3,861.33

Business Saver account





£3,708.33

Sports & Recreation account





£3,577.82.

External Auditor’s Report.  The Annual Return for the year ended 31.3.11 was received with the following comment:  “On the basis of our review, in our opinion the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.”
PAYE scheme for Clerk.  Following instructions from HMRC, all Parish Clerks now have to be subject to PAYE.  Clerk said she had spoken to her husband’s Accountant, Mrs Mullard Davies, who had agreed that the system was seriously flawed, but nevertheless there was no alternative but to instigate a PAYE scheme.  This had been done.
It was agreed unanimously to pay the following:
Mrs N Adams (salary – April-September)



£720.00

HMRC (PAYE – April-September)




£180.00

Mazars (audit fee)






  £60.00.

ROADS

All street lights were operating correctly.

It was noted that road works were being done in the parish.

CLUN VALLEY AED SCHEME

Mr D Hill had attended a recent training day at Aston on Clun.  The next training day was scheduled for 12 November at Clunton Village Hall 10am to 2pm.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
Parish land at The Cwm.  Mrs Morgan reported that access was being denied by the Forestry Commission to the approx. 10 acres of parish land in Black Hill Forest.  Locks had been changed and no keys provided for parishioners.  Clerk to contact the Forestry Commission.  Mr John Moore to be invited to speak at the next Parish Council meeting.

Footbridge near Chapel House, Clunbury.  Mr Seabury reported that this bridge was in a poor state of repair.  As this was on a public footpath, Clerk to contact the Rights of Way Department
Clunton Millennium Fund.  Mr Davies asked that a notice be put on the village notice board confirming that the Parish Council was holding in safekeeping the sum of money remaining from the proceeds from the millennium calendar.  Clerk to action and email to Mr Davies and to Mr Hill for the Parish Post.
DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 17 November 2011 in Kempton Village Hall at 8pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm.

PEM/NEA
2.10.11
