CLUNBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on

Thursday 28 July 2011 

PRESENT

Mr H Collins (Chairman), Mr J Croxton (Vice Chairman), Mrs P Marsh, 

Mr M Jones, Mr K Bailey, Mr S Seabury, Mr J Hoskins, Mr I Davies.

Mrs G Wall (Parish Post).

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Mrs S Morgan
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 26.5.11

Approved unanimously and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record.

MATTERS ARISING:

BOAT1 at Cwm Lane Cottage.  No date yet for the site meeting.
Ashbeds.  Still awaiting report from Lucy McFarlane.

Clunbury Mains Drainage.  No start date yet for the Contractors to commence the connections.  Severn Trent had indicated that they would take over the system in 2016.
Clerk to write to South Shropshire Housing Association to establish what was the delay.

Schools Reorganisation.  Mr Croxton said this had been discussed at the LJC meeting and it was understood that Lydbury North and Onibury schools were to be federated.  Stiperstones and Chirbury schools were presently in discussion.  Hopton Wafers and Barrow schools would close in 2012.

Clun/Clunbury/Newcastle/Bucknell schools would be having discussions in the autumn.

BT telephone box at Kempton.  Nothing to report at present.
Andy Mortimer letter re: future housing.  Mr Hoskins was concerned that conclusions about future housing in the parish had been lifted from the Parish Plan without the specific approval of the Parish Council.  These conclusions would appear to be correct, namely that no open market housing be allowed, save perhaps for a few barn conversions, together with affordable housing should there be a proven need.
LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE

Mr Croxton reported that at the last meeting held in Snailbeach concerns were expressed regarding lack of communication with Shropshire Council.  It was hoped Cllr Keith Barrow would address these.
Grants awarded included £487 to Clunton Village Hall for a new oven.  £19,000 remained to be distributed in the next six months and it was not permitted to rollover any funding into next year.  Mr Croxton said that anyone wishing to apply for a grant should contact him immediately.

PARISH PLAN

Mr Hoskins raised the short, medium and long term action plan points, which were discussed as follows:
Notice board at Purslow.  The landlady was happy to have a notice board on the end wall of the Hundred House.  There should be Perspex doors to protect notices from the elements.  There was, however, a notice board inside the pub, so further investigations would be made to ascertain whether an exterior board was necessary.

Litter picker Organiser.  Clerk confirmed that volunteers would be covered by insurance.  A further appeal for an Organiser to be put in the Parish Post.

Problems caused by SatNav systems.  Additional signage put up by Shropshire Council seemed to have eased the problem.

Speeding traffic on B4385 at Kempton.  Poor visibility from side roads when turning out onto the B road had contributed to two recent accidents, also movement of cattle and heavy traffic such as timber wagons.  Clerk to write to Shropshire Council asking for a traffic census to be carried out, also other possible safety features such as flashing lights when cattle were crossing the road.

Speed limit in Clunton.  Traffic was generally slow enough in the middle of the village, but too fast on the edges, possibly because of the long straights on the approaches to the 30mph limit.  Some parishioners were against more signage.  After discussion, Councillors considered traffic speeds were acceptable.
Inadequate Broadband.  There was a general trend to improve this county-wide all the time.

Primary education arrangements.  Ongoing.

Review of Parish Plan in 2011.  Noted.

Replacement of ageing trees.  Awaiting Tree Warden’s report.
Possible Youth Club in parish.  Awaiting demand/request.
Mr Marsh confirmed that a new Supervisor had been appointed for the Under 5’s following the retirement of Mrs Amaryllis Bell.

PLANNING:

Application No. 11/02255/FUL.  Extension at 2 Ford Cottage, had been received between meetings and a comment of No Objection returned.  This was approved by those Councillors present.

Application No. 11/02665/AGR  Agricultural building north of Lyndale, Clunton, had been sent for information only.  Mr Jones declared a personal interest.

Application No. 11/02876/LBC  Extension, etc, affecting a Grade II Listed Building.  This was in association with Application No. 11/01373/FUL, which had already been approved.  The Parish Council had no objection.
Application No. 11/03250/TCA   Removal of 4 silver birch trees within Clunton Conservation Area.  No objection.

The following Applications had been granted:

No. 11/01594/FUL   Extension at 1 Walcot Avenue, Lydbury North.
No. 11/01747/COU   Change of use to allow parking for five public service vehicles at Lower House, Clunton.

FINANCES
Account balances were reported as:

Community current account




£4,002.01

Business saver account




£3,708.33

Sports & Recreation account




£3,577.82.

It was agreed unanimously to pay the following:

Kempton Village Hall (hire for meetings)



£20.00

Npower (energy charge June 11 qtr)




£51.01

Mrs N Adams (expenses to July 11, less £25 overpaid on


Use of home & computer y/e 31.3.11)


£69.67.

Clerk indicated she would claim the £100 annual allowance for use of home and computer in January each year, instead of claiming quarterly.

CORRESPONDENCE

Shropshire Partnership letter + enclosed posters re: Anti Social Behaviour
Shropshire Council letter + enclosures re: Community Tree Scheme.  To Mrs Marsh.

Shrops Council letter + enclosures re: Sustainability, Energy and Carbon Reduction.

Leaflets, forms, info cards, etc. re: Rural/Neighbourhood Watch.

Spotlight leaflets.  Distributed to all Councillors present.

ROADS

Street lights are all working correctly.

Drainage near Clunbury Village Hall.  Highways had not had a digger near enough to do this yet, but it will be completed before winter, and verge markers put in place to try to protect the ditch.

Hedge at Mallow Cottage.  Highways had sent a letter to the householder.  At one time there were verge markers along there, but there was no verge now.

Disability access at The Crown, Clunton.  Dropped kerb cannot be put on the side nearest the bridge because flood water would run down and into the front door of the pub.  Mr Martin would investigate a dropped kerb at the other end of the path.

Purslow Crossroads.  Highways had been waiting for Severn Trent to tell them where the water main goes and at what depth, but had not received a reply.  So they would be digging trial holes next Tuesday morning to try and find the water main.  The job can be planned out, but there is no money available to do the work in this financial year.
CLUN VALLEY AED SCHEME

Clerk had attended a training day last Saturday.  The next training session would be held on Sunday 14 August at The Kangaroo in Aston on Clun from 10am – 2pm.  Mr Croxton passed details of this and other relevant information to Mrs Wall for inclusion in the Parish Post and on the website.  

ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.

DATE AND VENUE FOR NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 29 September in Clunbury Village Hall at 8pm.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm.

JAHC/NEA

29.7.11
