[image: image1.jpg]G it




[image: image5.png]Awarded for excellence

“\]
_d West Mercia

CRIMESTOPPERS

Uniting against crime

Policing in Herefordshire, Shropshire, Telford & Wrekin and Worcestershire

N

g %
AN

INVESTOR IN PEOPLE



[image: image2.jpg]


                                                                                                         

[image: image3.jpg]Safer Shropshire
Partnership



[image: image4.jpg]owE (o507 [customers] orawn |
CUSTOMER: |WESTMERGIPOLICE | APPROVAL | BY
CoNTACT. |

HUnELTLY !

HICIIRES]

24 7634 1922 Fax: 024 7664 1305 |Fuename | 11820 .
ail sales@nuneatonsigns.co.uk [QUANTTY S ORDER

RURAL WATCH
OPERATES
IN THIS AREA

Rural Watch

C.CRIMESTOPPERS

Call anonymously with information about crime

& wesT meERCIA
=N CONSTABULARY

P TOGETHER - WORKING FOR SAFETY AND JUSTICE

o crmeteductionsigns.co.uk




South Shropshire Section

Quarterly News

[image: image5.png]Issue No 4.











January 2010

‘Happy New Year to all Rural Watch members.’

PACT Meetings

13th Jan
Ludlow Rural surgeries at P & J Newsagents Clee Hill  10am.

13th Jan
Cleobury PACT meeting at Kinlet village hall 7pm.

13th
Jan
Craven Arms surgeries at the Secret Hills Discovery Centre at 3pm.

14th Jan
Church Stretton surgeries at Church Stretton library at 4pm.

20th Jan
Ludlow Rural surgeries at Bitterley village hall 7pm.

26th Jan
Church Stretton surgeries at Church Stretton library at 2pm.

4th Feb
Craven Arms Rural West surgeries at Bucknell Garage at 11am.

11th Feb
Church Stretton surgeries at Church Stretton library at 4pm.

25th
Mar
Public PACT meeting in the Lacon Childe School at 7pm.

Local Events

13th Jan
Clee Hill Youth Committee meeting at Clee Hill village hall at 6pm

13th Jan
Clee Hill Forum Meeting at Clee Hill village hall 7pm 

Trends in Crime in Shropshire

A renewed warning has been issued to elderly people in Shropshire not to let “water board” or “council” officials into their homes after two people in their eighties fell victim to distraction burglars.  Large sums of money were taken from their homes.

Remember, the “water board” no longer exists and any reference to it immediately indicates the caller is bogus

See the Water Awareness Campaign in the Crime Prevention advice section. 

Two reports of outbuildings being broken into and electric fencing materials and batteries stolen.

We would encourage all owners of expensive tack to mark their property and make it known to would-be-thieves that the items are security marked. This marking should be of a personalised nature to make the items more difficult to sell on and less attractive to steal.

Fuel Thefts

Thefts of diesel and fuel have increased slightly. If you have an oil tank it would be worth looking at security products. 

Sheep theft
Four yearling Pedigree Texel rams were stolen from a field in the Ratlinghope area. They were marked with a ‘W’ on the right rump. Please be aware if you are offered similar animals in suspicious circumstances.

Hare Coursing
There have been a number of reports of people accessing land in the east of the county recently. It is possible that they are involved in hare coursing activities. If you see anyone on your land who appears to be involved in hare coursing please give us a call.

Shropshire Community Messaging

SCM has recently signed up Veolia Waste Management, Shropshire Parking Services and Street Scene staff. Employees will receive alerts via e-mail and text messages in relation to distraction burglaries, suspicious vehicles, crime prevention advice and missing persons etc. This means another 500 or so pairs of eyes added to the 1100 members of Rural Watch     

Crime in the South Shropshire Section

Total crime offences in the South Shropshire rural section have decreased this quarter compared with last quarter.

There were 10 Burglary of dwelling offences this quarter, half of them in the Cleobury area. Some of the offences were committed while the occupants were on Christmas holiday. Some were from insecure premises.

27 non-dwelling properties were burgled. This shows a reduction in the South Shropshire rural area for the second quarter in succession. Not as many premises are being left insecure as in previous months. However there are still offences being committed at property which is insecure, so just a reminder to ensure sheds  and equipment are locked away. 

Nine thefts from vehicles have been reported, four of them in Cleobury Mortimer.

Four yearling Pedigree Texel rams were stolen from a field in the Ratlinghope area. They were marked with a ‘W’ on the right rump. Please be aware if you are offered similar animals in suspicious circumstances.

Police Activities

Shrewsbury Constable Named Rural Watch Champion 2009
Constable Dave Harte of Shrewsbury Rural South has been named Rural Watch Champion for 2009 for his dedication and hard work resulting in almost 300 members.

With more than 25 per cent of the total 1,000+ Rural Watch membership for Shropshire in Constable Harte’s patch, co-ordinators Maurice Jones and Tony Cartwright felt his achievements should be recognised, naming him the division’s first Rural Watch Champion.

They made a surprise presentation of an owl trophy and certificate to Constable Harte.

Maurice Jones said: “Since the idea was first introduced to him, Dave has been a strong advocate of Rural Watch and through the dedication of him and his team, almost 300 members are signed up in Shrewsbury Rural South.”

Rural crime in the area is down by more than a third this year when compared to the same period last year, something Constable Harte firmly believes is mainly down to Rural Watch.

“We also get a lot more people phoning us with information, reporting things like suspicious vehicles or people, which is something else we were keen to encourage through Rural Watch,” said Constable Harte.

“The work on Rural Watch has been of great advantage to us as well as the public, as it helps to keep crime levels low.”

The trophy will be presented annually to the officer who makes the greatest contribution to Rural Watch in their area during the 12 months.

Police staff change
PC Barry Morgan has replaced PC Lyn Edwards responsible for the Craven Arms and Craven Arms Rural West beats.

CSO Lisa Thomas will be returning to work in January.

Successful Outcomes 

A prolific burglar who preyed on homes and businesses across south Shropshire has been jailed for three and a half years.  The 35-year-old man appeared at Shrewsbury Crown Court where he admitted burgling homes in Ludlow, Bishop’s Castle and Cleobury Mortimer.  He also admitted a further burglary at commercial premises in Ludlow and asked for 21 similar offences to be taken into consideration.  

A trailer, stolen in September, was recovered from at an auction yard in Leominster.  Subsequently, an arrest was made.

Operation Protect

Operation Protect is an ongoing West Mercia Police campaign to reduce and detect crimes, and to raise crime prevention awareness.

During October there were a number of successful outcomes:

· Two people arrested in north Shropshire. Stolen goods and drugs were seized

· A male from Whitchurch arrested on suspicion of burglary

· Over the course of several days, more than a dozen warrants were carried out at addresses across Shropshire. Suspected stolen goods and drugs were recovered during these raids. Fourteen people were arrested. One was charged with burglary of a dwelling.

· More than 60 vehicles were stop checked across the north of the force as police targeted night time criminality.

· Three Romanian nationals were each sentenced to two years imprisonment for 13 sneak-in and distraction burglaries in the Broseley and Albrighton areas. There was also a £600 forfeiture order made and a car confiscated under the Proceeds of Crime Act.

Tommy
A horse called Tommy was reported stolen from the Market Drayton area during September.

At 11.30am on the 8th of October the Shropshire Community Messaging System broadcast a report that a brown coloured cob had been found on a farm in the Alveley area of Bridgnorth. The message was picked up by our colleagues in Telford who broadcast it to their members. One of the members knew Tommy’s owners and called them to say a horse similar to Tommy had been found. It was Tommy and he was reunited with his owners by 4.30pm the same day. 

A good example of how the Messaging system can help to pass information among members in quick time.  

Community Activities

As part of the Home Office’s ’Not in my Neighbourhood’ campaign, Local policing officers co-ordinated the development of a new flower bed in a sheltered housing area in Pontesbury. Pupils from the local school assisted with the project. Local people and businesses have promised to supply plants.  

Local Police officers have set up a community project playing football with the local youths at the Community Centre on Friday evenings.  They are looking for funding for other projects.

Crime Prevention Advice

“If people witness crimes taking place or spot suspicious activity, we would urge them to call us straight away on 0300 333 3000.  Every little bit of information will help and the more co-operation we receive, the more successful we will be in countering crime,” says Detective Inspector Kinrade.

He added that people could also follow simple security tips to protect their own homes and property, as up to half of all burglaries are committed by opportunist offenders who enter homes through unlocked doors or an open window.

Safe and Secure Home packs are available from main police stations in the county and security advice is also available on the Force website www.westmercia.police.uk
Here are some simple security tips will help keep homes and property safe:
          Ensure doors and windows are locked at all times. 

          Fit sturdy deadlocks (British Standard BS3621) to all external doors.

          Take care of your keys! Keep door and car keys in a safe place, out of sight.

          Use timer switches/sensors to turn lights on in the evenings while you are out.

          Invest in external lighting with a movement sensor.

          Mark your belongings with your postcode and house number or a security system such as 


    SmartWater.

          If you have an alarm, set it when you leave the house.

          Ensure newspapers, post, milk etc are not left on display.

          Ask a friend or neighbour to keep an eye on your home while you’re away.

                 Don’t forget your garden! Effective garden security includes defensive planting (prickly shrubs 
     and trees) and well kept gates / fences, which will help keep your home secure.

                  Ensure ladders and tools are put away so they cannot be used to break into your home.

“WATER AWARENESS” CAMPAIGN

To reduce the incidence of water-board related distraction burglaries, the Water UK campaign asks local policing teams, Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators and others to pass the following phone numbers to householders in your area. These numbers can be used to check the identity of any “water company” doorstep caller.

· In the SEVERN TRENT area call 0800 783 4444

· For DEE VALLEY call 01978 846 946

· For DWR CYMRU (Welsh Water) call 0800 281 141

· For SOUTH STAFFS call 0800 389 1071.

This information supports the advice on doorstep security which includes:

· Install and use door chains;

· Use spy holes to see who is at the door;

· Display uninvited caller stickers; (available from NW or Local Police)

· Avoid keeping large amounts of money at home;

· Always ask for and check identification, using a pre-agreed password if possible.

A quarterly news letter is produced for each of the five Sections in the Shropshire Division by a small team of volunteers based in Monkmoor police station.

We would welcome suggestions and requests from Rural Watch members, which would help to deliver an improving service from the Shropshire Community Messaging service and the newsletter.

Please be alert and vigilant.  If you witness any suspicious behaviour or have any information to report please call the Police straight away on 0300 333 3000.

If you see suspicious behaviour, try to get a description of the person/s and make a note of their direction of travel.

In an emergency always dial 999















